2022
TERM 1 WEEK 5

Hello everyone,
It is hard to believe we are half way through our school term already!
We are holding a Parent Information session next Monday, March 7th from 4.30pm and this
will be followed by the Governing Council AGM at 5.00pm. Parents can either attend in person
at the school or via Teams. The Teams link was emailed to all parents last Thursday. The
Department has recently updated their requirements of GC members. Now, if a governing
council member is unvaccinated and does not have an approved medical exemption, they may
participate in governing council business where this can be done remotely, and they are not
required to attend a school or preschool.
The school’s improvement goal this year, is to ensure each child shows more than 12 months
progress in reading. To achieve this goal staff have key actions they are working towards
achieving, including undertaking targeted professional learning of the elements of reading
comprehension and a deep understanding of the curriculum. Staff have spent the last few weeks obtaining key data and information to
ensure they have a good understanding of what each students knows and can demonstrate in their reading. They are now working
towards setting clear and specific reading goals with each child, which will be shared with parents.
It is important that the school and parents work together to ensure the best outcomes for all our students. Parents can help their children
progress with their reading in a variety of ways; playing rhyming games, clapping syllables of words in everyday conversations, playing
games such as ‘Scattergories’ or ‘Taboo’, sharing a wide range of texts including non-fiction and newspaper articles, discussing
interesting words and synonyms for words. Background knowledge is very important in helping comprehend what we are reading, so
visiting different places and discussing; what you see and hear and making connections is really useful as is exposing your child to a
variety of information and experiences on a topic.
Students created a list of questions for parents and grandparents, asking them about their schooling experiences. Many thanks to those
who have responded, we have learnt quite a few interesting pieces of information. The students enjoyed seeing a photo of Indie and
Sonny’s, Grandma Joyce, travelling to school on a horse with her siblings. This learning has been part of our Investigation into Port Neill
Primary School striving to be a World-Class school.
Miss Sly and students went for a walk around town this week, observing and taking photos of specific places in our town. They returned
with a surprising number of photos and information about all that was going on in the town. The
Junior Primary students have created their own town through construction, while the Upper Primary
students are undertaking some research.
Breakfast Club has been very popular with scrambled eggs last week and Alison also cooked
pancakes on Tuesday for Shrove Tuesday, which was enjoyed by all students.
As our weeks roll on and we strive for continuous improvement, our thoughts are with those
impacted by the flooding in the eastern states and with Ukraine.
“Courage doesn’t always roar. Sometimes courage is the quiet voice at the end of the day, saying, “I
will try again tomorrow.” (Mary Anne Radmacher)
Best wishes,
Lisa Masters
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Thank you to all our parents for your prompt payment for the materials and services
Regards
Deb

to Sue & Andrew for all the work you
have done around the school grounds.

