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Hello everyone,
Gee, what a busy time of year and what a resilient bunch we are! COVID continues to
challenge us all and farming families also have the constant change of weather to
contend with as they try to harvest. Our school community has faced these
topsy-turvy times with flexibility, teamwork, kindness and a touch of humour to help
us remain strong and continue with our day.
We will continue to adjust to the changes that COVID brings and for the moment at
school this means limiting the people on site. I thank parents who have been dropping
children at the gate and community members who have phoned prior to coming to the
school. At this point in time we are still going ahead with our end of year celebration
on December 9th with COVID measures in place. Our celebration will be held on the
lawns by the Green Shed and will consist of a mini art exhibition, a few carols by the
children with dinner and soft drinks available for purchase. We will email school and
Playcentre parents COVID forms, so they can be completed and returned prior to/on
the night. These forms can also be emailed to known family and friends attending and/
or completed on the night. We look forward to sharing this evening with you.
Last week I attended a meeting in Port Lincoln along with leaders from other schools
across the EP. Our main focus was reviewing our Site Improvement Plan, analysing our
impact and planning our future goals, targets and practice. I have continued this work
with staff and we have two student free days on December 10 & 11, which will be used
partly to delve deeper into this work. This work enables us to use student data as well
as the analysis of our teaching pedagogies and impact from 2020 to plan for
continuous improvement.
This year our students did not sit NAPLAN due to COVID, however this week some of
our students completed the 2019 reading assessment. We are very proud of the
students’ results with all reaching the expected standard and majority of students
scored results that would have placed them in the Higher Bands. In addition to this
great news our school has also been awarded with ‘Outstanding Achievement in the
2020 Premier’s Reading Challenge. We are one of 55 schools within South Australia to
receive this award. Well done to our students and parents for displaying a commitment
to reading and to Julie Will, our fabulous school librarian who promotes, encourages
and celebrates all of the students PRC achievements!
A fortnight ago the students, myself, Miss Sly and Sue Liddicoat spent a couple of
days in Streaky Bay on school camp. It was a fabulous camp. The students were very
brave and displayed resilience as it was the first camp for them all! Swimming with the
sea lions and participating in the mini bugs science exploration at the Streaky Bay
Area School was a hit! You will find photos further in the newsletter.
Continued …….
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Continued...
I am sure you have noticed the changes to our front yard! After a very long time the
garden area is pretty much completed. Many thanks to our volunteer parents, Sue and
Julie who have worked on this throughout the year. Our students have done an
extraordinary effort carting bark chips from one end of the school to the other,
raking and planting plants.
Our staff has spent a lot of time planning ahead so we can continue to offer the
children in our community high quality holistic education. Next year we welcome
Gemma Leonard and John Solly to our teaching team and Alison Speirs and Karen
Newton as our volunteer coordinators!
In 2021 Port Neill Primary School will be providing the following to the children
in our community….
* Two teachers teaching the Literacy Block, that’s 1 teacher/5
students (Miss
Sly and Mrs Masters are team teaching and planning the literacy block)
*Specialised Health and PE teacher (Miss Sly’s major in Health & PE)
*Specialised Performing Arts teacher (Mrs Leonard)
*Specialised Environmental Studies (agriculture & aquaculture) teacher (Mr Solly)
*Specialised Indonesian teacher (Bu Tanya – Open Access College supported
by Bu Judith)
*Weekly Pastoral Care lessons with a focus on positive wellbeing and Positive
Psychology
*Breakfast Club once/week
*Lunch time activities
*PCW 10 hours/week
*Extra SSO support in classroom
*Intervention programs for individual students
*Targeted individualised teaching and learning programs for students
*Programmed Playcentre sessions for 0-5 year olds that are aligned to the Early
Years Framework
*Community Mentoring program
PLUS SO MUCH MORE!!
2021 is looking fabulous and I am so proud that our school can offer the above to our
children.
Best wishes,
Lisa Masters
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School Camp to
Streaky Bay 2020

ALISON’S PAGE:
Week 7 came along very quickly after school camp and a very quick week 6!
Playcentre: The older Playcentre children
enjoyed having their faces painted on 13th
November as a special treat while the school
children were
away at Camp!

Ready to Go Breakfast: I was away in Week
6 but this week many of the children enjoyed
ham and cheese croissants. I also brought in
some watermelon for them to enjoy after
their gardening session this morning! Thank
you to the Rehn family for donating money
for this weeks breakfast club.

RE Lesson: As the children were unable to attend the RE Lesson at Tumby due
to the windy weather recently, I will do the Christmas RE lesson and craft on
Wednesday 9th December after Breakfast Club on the last day of term!

Meetings: I had my last SMG District Meeting via Teams today for the year.
I have also had some Mentor Meetings as we put plans in place to start a
Community Mentor Program in 2021—more on this next year!
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:
Don’t stop because you are tired...keep going as you are almost there.
Til the next fortnight….

